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November 13. Revealed that when aircraft of the Fleet Air Arm
attacked the Italian Fleet at Taranto on November n,
two battleships were partly sunk and another severely
damaged; two cruisers were put out of action and
two auxiliaries were left with their sterns under water.

[November 13, 1940.
I HAVE some news for the House, It is good news. The Royal
Navy has struck a crippling blow at the Italian fleet. The total
strength of the Italian battle fleet was six battleships, two of them
of the " Littorio " class, which have just been put into service and
axe, of course, among the most powerful vessels in the world, and
four of the recently reconstructed " Cavour " class. This fleet was,
to be sure, considerably more powerful on paper than our Mediter-
ranean Fleet, but it had consistently refused to accept battle. On
the night of the ilth-uth November, when the main units of the
Italian fleet were lying behind their shore defences in their naval
base at Taranto, our aircraft of the Fleet Air Arm attacked them
in their stronghold. Reports of our airmen have been confirmed by
photographic reconnaissance. It is now established that one battle-
ship of the " Littorio " class was badly down by the bows and that
her forecastle is under water and she has a heavy list to starboard.
One battleship of the " Cavour " class has been beached, and her
stern, up to and including the after-turret, is under water. This
ship is also heavily listed to starboard. It has not yet been possible
,to establish the fact with certainty, but it appears that a second
battleship"bf ther^-Cavour " dasrtas also been severely damaged
and beached. In the inner harbour of Taranto two Italian cruisers
are listed to starboard and are surrounded with oil fuel, and two
fleet auxiliaries are lying with their sterns under water. The
Italian communiqu6 of I2th November, in admitting that one